SAMPLE LETTER:  Borrow information and Rephrase

Recently, the news media have picked up the aggressive plans of Nestle/Ice Mountain to expand its octopus-like spring water bottling operations into Newaygo County and near the city of Evart.


By Nestle’s own admission, they have examined over 100 spring water sites in Michigan.  A veritable pipeline of hundreds of millions of spring water plastic bottles are now going to leave Michigan and the Great Lakes Basin.


In every instance where Nestle pumps spring water, there is an adverse environmental impact (please see the Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation v. Nestle court case, where two courts confirmed the environmental harm in Mecosta County caused by Nestle pumping).  Now in Newaygo County and near the city of Evart valuable trout streams are endangered by Nestle’s spring water mining.


Unfortunately, Michigan’s recently passed Water Legacy Act has an enormous loophole for bottled water profits, as long as it is in a container not more than 5.7 gallons.  Such a loophole will allow hundreds of million of gallons of Michigan spring water to freely leave the Great Lakes Basin.  More precisely this means around 200 million gallons per year per water bottling plant will be diverted.  This is more than double the amount the Nova Group in Canada wanted to ship to Asia in 1999.


Under the Michigan Constitution Article IV, Section 52, water is declared to be a public natural resource of the people of the state of Michigan.  Do you support restricting, if not banning, bottled spring water diversion from the state of Michigan?

Some people contend that Nestle is just like any other business that uses water to make a product sold outside the Great Lakes Basin.  This is not true.  

First, Nestle does not use water but takes water and in no way makes anything with the water, because it is sold as unadulterated “natural spring water” in a plastic bottle.  Nobody needs spring water and water pumping should not occur near springs that feed our rivers, wetlands, lakes, and aquatic habitat.  Cities in Michigan are not allowed to pump from spring water reaching the surface.  

Second, Nestle is selling spring water and thereby promoting the bottled water craze that makes water itself a high-priced product.  Other users of Michigan water normally pay a municipality for public water.  Tap water is just as good, if not safer, than bottled water and is publicly provided at a very low price, so low it is free at drinking fountains.  Bottled water is a threat to publicly funded municipal water systems.

Third, users of water (residents and businesses) return most of the water they use to the environment, so there is no diversion of water itself outside the Great Lakes Basin.  Nestle/Ice Mountain spring water mining operations confront Michiganians with something new and radical:  the privatization of water and the immediate threat of environmental harm.

