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www.saveMlwater.org 



Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation 
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SIX YEARS AND STILL FIGHTING! 

It's been six years since the people of Mecosta County were made aware of Nestle's plans to pump 400 gallons per minute of "spring water," bottle it, and ship it for sale outside the Great Lakes Basin. When you drink Nestle's "spring water", Ice Mountain, you are drinking water that would feed the headwaters of a stream. 

Water levels in the Great Lakes last fall were low ​in Lake Superior as low as they've been for 80 years. When water is low in the Great Lakes, it means water is low in tributary lakes and streams. Every gallon of water taken by Nestle is a gallon mined from a Michigan stream, and because it's "spring water" that usually means the headwaters of a trout stream. Nestle presently takes about 400 to 500 gallons per minute from Mecosta and the City of Evart. That's approximately one-quarter billion gallons a year. Nestle's proposed expansion into three more headwaters & trout streams in Newaygo and Osceola Counties will take another 300 to 400 gpm, which means another quarter billion gallons a year. 

A trial judge ruled that Nestle's pumping and diversion was unlawful because it reduced flows and levels in the Dead Stream in Mecosta County ​which ultimately flows to the Muskegon River and into Lake Michigan. The Court of Appeals also ruled that Nestle's water removal was unlawful, but changed riparian landowner law to a "balancing test" that has opened the door for companies like Nestle to export water even where they have caused substantial harm if the company can show the benefits of export outweigh the harm. MCWC has asked the Michigan Supreme Court to take over the case and reinstate the protection of the integrity of the flows and levels of our State's lakes and streams. Pending the appeal, Nestle's pumping in Mecosta has been reduced to 218 gallons per minute. However, the fact that two Michigan courts have found the withdrawal illegal has not stopped Nestle from going after more water sources to exploit. 

After a deal involving lobbyists for Nestle, the legislature passed a law in February 2006 that gave special treatment to bottled water. Unlike other water leaving the Great Lakes Basin, the new law declares water in small containers not a diversion, and allows Nestle and now other corporations the chance to obtain permits to withdraw the water. Nestle wants the opportunity to claim the water it takes as a "product." This is a dangerous assault on the public's water. 



Michigan's voters and lawmakers have never had an open debate about water exports, including the export of water in small containers. Until that is done, Nestle should not be handed the legal right to commercialize Michigan's water. Water in a bottle or a truck transported to be put in a bottle somewhere else is a diversion and export, plain and simple.  If bottled water is treated as a "product," the state is giving away our water without demanding Nestle to obtain our consent. Citizens must demand that water remain a public resource under their control. 

Nestle's ever-expanding water grab undermines the interests of those who live on lakes and streams, the public that fishes, boats, swims, and enjoys our lakes and streams, cities and towns that rely on groundwater and lakes and streams, farmers who rely on our groundwater, and industry and our economy that are so dependent on our water. Nestle wants to convert water - the source of life - from a public to a private resource. Do we want to turn control of our water to special interests? 

NESTLE'S TENTACLES 

Nestle announced last fall that it was seeking approval from DEQ to pump 216,000 gallons of water from natural springs that feed Twin and Chippewa Creeks in Osceola County. The creeks are state-protected trout streams that flow into the Muskegon River. Although DEQ held a public comment period, and extended the deadline for comment until 3/15/07, it has already announced that the project will not likely cause an adverse impact under Michigan's new water withdrawal law, based on data generated by Nestle's scientists. 

Also late last fall, Nestle sent notice to local land owners in Monroe Township, Newaygo County, that it is investigating the possibility of pumping spring water from a site near the headwaters of the White & Pere Marquette Rivers and truck it 25 miles to the company's bottling facility in Stanwood. At a township meeting on Jan. 10, 2007, over 150 people turned out to protest Nestle's plan, claiming it would endanger a state-protected trout stream without providing any economic benefit to the community. 

Near Mesick in the northern part of the state, it is reported that Nestle is collecting stream data from Slagle Creek that feeds the Manistee River. Once again, Slagle Creek is a premium Michigan cold​water trout stream. 
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MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 

On January I, 2007, the Michigan Supreme Court heard oral arguments whether MCWC has legal standing over what happens to the environment on land controlled by Nestle. Nestle's attorney argued it is of no concern to nearby landowners if "organisms in the wetlands live or die," or if a rare flower is endangered. "They don't have standing to try to protect the flower." MCWC attorney Jim Olson argued the entire eco​system is connected and that Nestle shouldn't be allowed to carve out parts of it, trying to insulate itself from damage they do to the environment of Michigan. It isn't known when the Court will rule. 

Please support the following important fund​raisers in the coming months: 

1. TEXAS HOLD 'EM TOURNAMENTS 

Four weekends have been reserved in 2007 for MCWC to sponsor Texas Hold 'Em fund raisers in Big Rapids,MI-The dates are:- 


~ May 24 - May 26 
~ August 9 - August 11 


~ July 26- July 28 
~ December 13 - December 15 

Two volunteers are needed to work from 6:00 p.m. to Midnight each evening. If you can help, please call David Fickes at 231-972-4260. 

2. GARAGE SALE & BAKE SALE 

MCWC will hold a GARAGE SALE/BAKE SALE May 19, 2007. 
From 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Mark and Sally Kane's Pole Barn located at the corner of M-20 and Old Mill Pond Road in Big Rapids. 

~ Glenn and Carol Sanford are coordinating the GARAGE SALE 

~ Volunteers are needed for set up on Friday, May 18 from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and the day of the sale 
~ Bring donated & priced items on Friday, May 18th 

~ Pasties will be sold and orders taken the day of the sale 

~ A quilt will be raffled at the sale 

~Call 989-382-7489 or 231-972-8856 for more information or to donate your time or items. 



BOTTLED WATER-PRICIER THAN GAS! 

At $2.50 a liter (or $9.45 a gallon) for some brands, it costs more to pour bottled water into you than to pump gas into your car. Despite high prices, the demand for bottled water is up about 57% this decade. Yet, tap water is much cheaper (or free), is heavily regulated by the EP A for safety, and tastes as good or better (in blind taste tests) than bottled water. Tap water in re-usable water bottles does not pollute landfills, where 85% of plastic water bottles end up - to the tune of2.7 million tons of plastic per year! 

MEMBER CORRESPONDENCE 

If you would like to receive up-to-the-minute email notices from MCWC, or if your e-mail address has recently changed, please send your current name and e​mail address to: tswier@centurytel.net 

DONATIONS

Please take the time to make a generous donation to MCWC to continue the fight and leave a legacy for our future generations. Donations and memberships can be made on-line at: www.saveMIwater.org, or mail your check to: 

MCWC 

P. O. Box 1 

. Mecosta, MI 49332 

Name 


Address, 
_ 


State/Zip 
_ 

Email 

-------------------- 


Individual __ $25 

Family __ $40 


Student/retired 
$10 


Lifetime Individual 

$250 

Lifetime Family __ $500 

